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If I could describe the journey around New Zealand with a movie title, then it 
has to be ‘The Lord of the Rings’. Driving through the natural landscapes of 
the South Island, it reminded me so much of an exploration, discovery and 
a sense of hope that there exists a paradise at the end of the journey. That 
journey began in ‘Middle of the Middle Earth’ Wellington, and the subse-

quent 15 days were nothing short of spectacular.



supersponts

Pictured: 
Mirror Lakes  towards 

Milford Sound



The adventure began when the plane landed at Wel-
lington International Airport. Looking out of the 
window during landing, it almost scares you at how 
close the houses are to the plane. Funnily enough, 
the first Airbnb was literally 3 minutes away from 
the airport. You might never get that anywhere in 
the world.

Wellington is well-known for its rainy and cloudy 
weather, but I was blessed with relatively clear 
weather. As the capital of New Zealand, Wellington 
is a rather busy city with filled with business profes-
sionals. However, you can find chill spots especially 
along Cuba Street. Cafes, boutiques and bars can be 
found along this long artsy stretch of shophouses. 
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cuba street

For brunch, head to Fidel’s for a hearty meal to start off your day. Adher-
ing to the theme, Fidel’s café is decked out with pictures of the late Cu-
ban leader, using camo tents and barrels to complete the Cuban vibe we 
think we know of. The coffee and free-range eggs were beyond superb.

 
Then, we stopped by to see an aspiring artist working his magic on a 
wall mural. From the conversation, I learnt that it takes proper planning, 
site inspection and lots of finesse to complete one. Most of all, he is paid 

to do one – how amazing is that?
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For an afternoon chill, head to the Wellington Waterfront, just 5 min-
utes’ walk from Cuba Street, and have yourself a packed lunch with 
your friends. Like many other suited professionals in the area, sit by the 
benches or elevated concrete walls and not be bothered by anything else.

For dinner, visit Matterhorn, also found along Cuba Street. Enjoyed a 
local brew in the outdoors, then headed indoors for dinner grills. The 
bricked-wall interior with dim and warm lighting makes the restaurant 

and bar the perfect hangout place in the evening.
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mount victoria lookout

For an unobstructed wide-angle view of Wellington, the Mount Victoria Look-
out is a must-go. At 196 metres above the city, you can see very clearly the 
structures and towns of Wellington. Be wary of the strong winds that could 
sweep you off the ground literally. From short airport runways to the perfect 
integration of land and sea, these stunning views of Wellington will stick with 

you for a long time. 

Not to mention girls taking topless photos with the landscapes as background… 
that is yet another memorable view from Wellington I suppose.
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cook strait

It was a goodbye to Wellington at 7 in the morning to catch the ferry to the 
northern-most town of the South Island, Picton. Either it is the Interislander 
or BluBridge ferry services, both providers give great value to customers. Just 
choose the one with your preferred timings. The cruise ride is a well-worthed 
60 NZD per person. Instead of spending your time indoors asleep, head to the 

top deck to see the magnificent Cook Strait along the Marlborough sounds. 
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Meandering through the jade-coloured waters, the eye is fascinated 
with knolls covered with luscious greenery. Each one is of a different 
height, shape and size, and you are just in awe with how nature sculp-

tures itself in the most perfectionist kind of way.
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Picton is a famous town for yacht docking and is an important gateway be-
tween the North and South Islands. To satisfy the empty stomach, a simple 
search on Google brings you to Café Cortado which oversees the War Memo-
rial gardens and the marina. As a sea town, seafood is a must try and sure 
enough the Local King Salmon melted in my mouth almost instantly. The herb 

potato mash with the hollandaise sauce tops up this amazing dish.

picton

The Airbnb for the day was with Anne and Tim on top of a hill, which had 
gorgeous views of the mountain and the marina. I guess part of the reason 
why Kiwis are so well-natured is because their Fengshui is so good. Having the 
mountain as your backing, and overlooking the sea every day, it is no wonder 

the country and its people are so prosperous. 
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A huge thank you to Anne and Tim for being awesome hosts who brought us 
on a boat ride to Cook Strait, catching live seafood. While Tim geared up for a 
dive to look for lobsters, his friend gave us tips for fishing. The Chinese has a 
saying that goes “throw longer lines to catch bigger fish” and it can’t be more 
apt. The fishing line has to reach the seabed where the fatter fishes reside. It 
was a fruitful day, we caught 6 huge lobsters and 8 fishes, which happen to be 

the maximum limit one can bring back home each time. 
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blenheim

After a 30-minute drive down south from Picton, we reached Blenheim, fa-
mous for new-world wines. Hectares of vineyard cover the lands and to see 
the views while driving is simply priceless. One of the most famous brands of 
wine is Brancott Estate, which built a cosy terrace up on the hill for visitors to 
have a birds’ eye view of the vineyard. It does not cost much to enjoy life here, 

plus the wines are of top-notch qualities.
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cheviot

Following a mentally-exhausting 8-hour drive, finding ourselves in the brink 
of nightfall, we finally arrived in Cheviot for the highlight Airbnb, The Tree-
house Lodge! Ellis and Sanna were superb hosts for their amazing house on 
top of a hill on the countryside. The most humbling of all, the house was built 
on 12 years of hard work by the owners themselves. That made me feel even 

more appreciative of the space that we were lodging in. 

We were equally excited to be part of their new ‘tree house’ project, building 
the base structures as a form of gratitude for their kindness and hospitality. 
The stories that we shared, the love for travel and the endearing humility that 
they had, were some of the most life-changing lessons and experiences I will 
ever get. Furthermore, getting to build something is one that you will never be 

able to do back home.
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As a result of the earthquakes in 2011 and 2016, getting to Christchurch proved 
difficult. The city is still recovering, judging from the rebuilding works. None-
theless, this largest city in the South Island is perfect for finding the best shop-
ping, food and entertainment experiences. However, these were all not on the 
agenda for the adventures in South Island, so Christchurch was the pit-stop to 

restock fuel, food and mental energy.

I was lucky to have found an American Diner inspired café – Supreme Su-
preme. Have your breakfast the local way: a cuppa freshly brewed coffee, hav-
ing muffins with a spread of butter, to the creamiest scrambled eggs in town. 

One word – yumz.

christchurch
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About an hour’s drive from Christchurch down south-east, finds a small 
French town Akaroa. Most street names were in French, with boutiques and 
boucheries along Rue Jolie, which literally means pretty street. Akaroa is an-
other sea town that is both quiet and relaxing, just like any other ones in the 
South Island. I will not forget the April Fools’ joke at Akaroa Fish & Chips, 
where the owners served chocolate fish biscuits, potato chips and a can of to-

mato. A timely reminder to let loose and be silly for once.

akaroa
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lake tekapo

Weather in New Zealand is particularly unpredictable. It was raining quite 
heavily during the drive, but as we approach Lake Tekapo, it was as if we drove 
into another dimension. The skies were clear and it was exceptionally sunny, 
not that I am complaining though. The local hostel manager explained that 
due to its advantageous position at the foot of Mount John, clouds and winds 

shun away from the area, causing it to have little to no rain.

Lake Tekapo is one of the most stunning places ever. The extremely blue wa-
ters with nice snow-capped mountains from afar make it seem like a painting. 
The rocks on the ground made it easier for humans to take their #OOTDs, 

going far out almost to the waters.

The best scenery in my opinion, occurs at approximately 7:15pm during sun-
set. The evening glow casts a pinkish hue onto the sky and the mountains, 
while the reflection on the waters doubles the charm. Thank god for a quiet 
evening on the shore, as I slowly watched the skyline at dusk fade into a dark 
blue. Lake Tekapo is part of a dark sky reserve, meaning that you can see the 
sky covered with constellations. However, the night was exceptionally cloudy 

and we were lucky not to have paid for the stargazing tour that day.
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Just 10 minutes from Lake Tekapo is the Mount John Observatory, at about 
1000 metres above ground. Pay $8 per vehicle to get up or simply walk along 
the tracks up in the day for free. The observatory gives you unobstructed views 
of Tekapo town and of the whole lake basin. The barrenness and vastness of 
the area makes you feel so free and uninhibited. Have a sip of afternoon coffee 

at the Astro Café is one icing on the cake.
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lake pukaki

On the way to Mount Cook from Lake Tekapo, another stunning natural land-
scape await – Lake Pukaki. Scenic views aside, the highlight of the day was 
a packet of 500g Mount Cook Alpine sliced salmon Sashimi from the Lake 
Pukaki information centre. For just 30 NZD, you get to have the time of your 
life tasting the freshest salmon while feeling the breeze caressing your skin by 

the lake.
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mount cook

It was cloudy not for one but the entire 3 days we were there. Managed to 
catch a glimpse of the snow caps, but not Mount Cook which was supposedly 
the highlight of the trip. Nonetheless, it gave the entire village a mysterious feel 

(trying to make myself feel better here).

Mount Cook village is small, with not many food outlets around. Prices tend to 
be steeper than the other towns so a decent stock of food is encouraged if you 
are not planning to spend too much. The highlight of the trip was the Tasman 
Glacier tour, costing 155 NZD per person. A money-can’t-buy experience for 
sure, the guide brings you to have a feel of the glaciers, explaining to you about 

the formation and the effects of global warming on this natural basin. 
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Another highlight was trekking around Mount Cook Village. There are about 8 
treks to choose from, with nicely paved tracks so it is very safe to go on your 
own. The Hooker Valley trail is the most popular and takes a good 2 to 3 hour 
return. I was pretty excited about another Sealy Tarns trail which takes you 600 
metres of height ascend, giving you a great view of the entire village including 

the legendary Mount Cook. 

Unfortunately, with the weather condition, there wasn’t a good-enough reason 
to waste my energy climbing up. Although the weather dampened the mood for 
the trip, it was nonetheless a great trip for disconnecting yourself from technol-

ogy, breathing exceptionally fresh and clean air.
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queenstown

If you’re not prepared or keen on adventures, Queenstown off ers alternative 
experiences for you too. For connoisseurs, you might want to awaken your 
tastebuds for the best burgers in the world: Fergburger. Soft and fragrant 
breads sandwich the most succulent meats I have ever tasted. Not to mention 
the thick-cut fries with garlic aioli sauce. Fergburger wins hands down for 
its fl avourful ingredients. Queues are decently controlled, and it is defi nitely 
a must-try in Queenstown. Fergburger, Fergburger, Fergburger - important 

things have to be said thrice.
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For lazy bums, make your way to their shopping districts and spend your 
day away at their hypermarkets and megastores. Countdown supermarkets 
became my favourite hangout place for fresh ingredients and local produce, 

while Warehouse sells everything that you need for household products.

For huge ascends above airplanes, drive approximately 20 minutes from the 
town centre towards the Remarkables Ski Centre. At about 800 metres above 
ground level, you can witness the landing of the plane along the valley, be-
ing too close to the house for your comfort. Go during the evening to have a 
glimpse of the sunset, or to have to soft glare which I always adore in photos.
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milford sounds

After driving for almost 2000km, we decided we should hop on a bus to Mil-
ford Sounds. The scenic bus ride during sunrise could possibly be one of the 
most soothing sights, but getting up at 5am proved to be too exhausting for 

me. Yes, I slept through most of the 3-hour bus ride!

Milford Sounds is a protected conservation area, and the only way to enjoy it is 
through their licensed tour providers. The 2-hour return trip to the sea brings 
you extremely close to nature. Along the journey, the ferry will pause by at the 
stunning waterfalls plus the resting areas of the seals and dolphins. It feels 

awesome to shower under one of these breath-taking waterfalls.
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editor’s note

New Zealand has been by far the most inspirational 
destination I’ve ever been to. The nature, the hos-
pitality, and the sense of responsibility towards the 
environment is truly formidable. Along the way, I’ve 
met people who explore the world, knowing that 
greener pastures do exist and are willing to go all out 
to find them. Many people have done their fair share 
of introducing the most beautiful facets of this coun-
try, so I’m concluding this travel journal with some-
thing that represents me. This trip that you want to 

embark on, is literally a few clicks away. 
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