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lake pukaki
On the way to Mount Cook from Lake Tekapo, another stunning natural landscape await – Lake Pukaki. Scenic views aside, the highlight of the day was
a packet of 500g Mount Cook Alpine sliced salmon Sashimi from the Lake
Pukaki information centre. For just 30 NZD, you get to have the time of your
life tasting the freshest salmon while feeling the breeze caressing your skin by
the lake.
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mount cook
It was cloudy not for one but the entire 3 days we were there. Managed to
catch a glimpse of the snow caps, but not Mount Cook which was supposedly
the highlight of the trip. Nonetheless, it gave the entire village a mysterious feel
(trying to make myself feel better here).
Mount Cook village is small, with not many food outlets around. Prices tend to
be steeper than the other towns so a decent stock of food is encouraged if you
are not planning to spend too much. The highlight of the trip was the Tasman
Glacier tour, costing 155 NZD per person. A money-can’t-buy experience for
sure, the guide brings you to have a feel of the glaciers, explaining to you about
the formation and the effects of global warming on this natural basin.
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Another highlight was trekking around Mount Cook Village. There are about 8
treks to choose from, with nicely paved tracks so it is very safe to go on your
own. The Hooker Valley trail is the most popular and takes a good 2 to 3 hour
return. I was pretty excited about another Sealy Tarns trail which takes you 600
metres of height ascend, giving you a great view of the entire village including
the legendary Mount Cook.
Unfortunately, with the weather condition, there wasn’t a good-enough reason
to waste my energy climbing up. Although the weather dampened the mood for
the trip, it was nonetheless a great trip for disconnecting yourself from technology, breathing exceptionally fresh and clean air.
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queenstown
If you’re not prepared or keen on adventures, Queenstown oﬀers alternative
experiences for you too. For connoisseurs, you might want to awaken your
tastebuds for the best burgers in the world: Fergburger. Soft and fragrant
breads sandwich the most succulent meats I have ever tasted. Not to mention
the thick-cut fries with garlic aioli sauce. Fergburger wins hands down for
its flavourful ingredients. Queues are decently controlled, and it is definitely
a must-try in Queenstown. Fergburger, Fergburger, Fergburger - important
things have to be said thrice.
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For lazy bums, make your way to their shopping districts and spend your
day away at their hypermarkets and megastores. Countdown supermarkets
became my favourite hangout place for fresh ingredients and local produce,
while Warehouse sells everything that you need for household products.
For huge ascends above airplanes, drive approximately 20 minutes from the
town centre towards the Remarkables Ski Centre. At about 800 metres above
ground level, you can witness the landing of the plane along the valley, being too close to the house for your comfort. Go during the evening to have a
glimpse of the sunset, or to have to soft glare which I always adore in photos.
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milford sounds
After driving for almost 2000km, we decided we should hop on a bus to Milford Sounds. The scenic bus ride during sunrise could possibly be one of the
most soothing sights, but getting up at 5am proved to be too exhausting for
me. Yes, I slept through most of the 3-hour bus ride!
Milford Sounds is a protected conservation area, and the only way to enjoy it is
through their licensed tour providers. The 2-hour return trip to the sea brings
you extremely close to nature. Along the journey, the ferry will pause by at the
stunning waterfalls plus the resting areas of the seals and dolphins. It feels
awesome to shower under one of these breath-taking waterfalls.
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editor’s note
New Zealand has been by far the most inspirational
destination I’ve ever been to. The nature, the hospitality, and the sense of responsibility towards the
environment is truly formidable. Along the way, I’ve
met people who explore the world, knowing that
greener pastures do exist and are willing to go all out
to find them. Many people have done their fair share
of introducing the most beautiful facets of this country, so I’m concluding this travel journal with something that represents me. This trip that you want to
embark on, is literally a few clicks away.
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