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blenheim
After a 30-minute drive down south from Picton, we reached Blenheim, famous for new-world wines. Hectares of vineyard cover the lands and to see
the views while driving is simply priceless. One of the most famous brands of
wine is Brancott Estate, which built a cosy terrace up on the hill for visitors to
have a birds’ eye view of the vineyard. It does not cost much to enjoy life here,
plus the wines are of top-notch qualities.
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cheviot
Following a mentally-exhausting 8-hour drive, finding ourselves in the brink
of nightfall, we finally arrived in Cheviot for the highlight Airbnb, The Treehouse Lodge! Ellis and Sanna were superb hosts for their amazing house on
top of a hill on the countryside. The most humbling of all, the house was built
on 12 years of hard work by the owners themselves. That made me feel even
more appreciative of the space that we were lodging in.
We were equally excited to be part of their new ‘tree house’ project, building
the base structures as a form of gratitude for their kindness and hospitality.
The stories that we shared, the love for travel and the endearing humility that
they had, were some of the most life-changing lessons and experiences I will
ever get. Furthermore, getting to build something is one that you will never be
able to do back home.
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christchurch
As a result of the earthquakes in 2011 and 2016, getting to Christchurch proved
difficult. The city is still recovering, judging from the rebuilding works. Nonetheless, this largest city in the South Island is perfect for finding the best shopping, food and entertainment experiences. However, these were all not on the
agenda for the adventures in South Island, so Christchurch was the pit-stop to
restock fuel, food and mental energy.
I was lucky to have found an American Diner inspired café – Supreme Supreme. Have your breakfast the local way: a cuppa freshly brewed coffee, having muffins with a spread of butter, to the creamiest scrambled eggs in town.
One word – yumz.
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akaroa
About an hour’s drive from Christchurch down south-east, finds a small
French town Akaroa. Most street names were in French, with boutiques and
boucheries along Rue Jolie, which literally means pretty street. Akaroa is another sea town that is both quiet and relaxing, just like any other ones in the
South Island. I will not forget the April Fools’ joke at Akaroa Fish & Chips,
where the owners served chocolate fish biscuits, potato chips and a can of tomato. A timely reminder to let loose and be silly for once.
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lake tekapo
Weather in New Zealand is particularly unpredictable. It was raining quite
heavily during the drive, but as we approach Lake Tekapo, it was as if we drove
into another dimension. The skies were clear and it was exceptionally sunny,
not that I am complaining though. The local hostel manager explained that
due to its advantageous position at the foot of Mount John, clouds and winds
shun away from the area, causing it to have little to no rain.
Lake Tekapo is one of the most stunning places ever. The extremely blue waters with nice snow-capped mountains from afar make it seem like a painting.
The rocks on the ground made it easier for humans to take their #OOTDs,
going far out almost to the waters.
The best scenery in my opinion, occurs at approximately 7:15pm during sunset. The evening glow casts a pinkish hue onto the sky and the mountains,
while the reflection on the waters doubles the charm. Thank god for a quiet
evening on the shore, as I slowly watched the skyline at dusk fade into a dark
blue. Lake Tekapo is part of a dark sky reserve, meaning that you can see the
sky covered with constellations. However, the night was exceptionally cloudy
and we were lucky not to have paid for the stargazing tour that day.
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Just 10 minutes from Lake Tekapo is the Mount John Observatory, at about
1000 metres above ground. Pay $8 per vehicle to get up or simply walk along
the tracks up in the day for free. The observatory gives you unobstructed views
of Tekapo town and of the whole lake basin. The barrenness and vastness of
the area makes you feel so free and uninhibited. Have a sip of afternoon coffee
at the Astro Café is one icing on the cake.
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