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If I could describe the journey around New Zealand with a movie title, then it 
has to be ‘The Lord of the Rings’. Driving through the natural landscapes of 
the South Island, it reminded me so much of an exploration, discovery and 
a sense of hope that there exists a paradise at the end of the journey. That 
journey began in ‘Middle of the Middle Earth’ Wellington, and the subse-

quent 15 days were nothing short of spectacular.
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The adventure began when the plane landed at Wel-
lington International Airport. Looking out of the 
window during landing, it almost scares you at how 
close the houses are to the plane. Funnily enough, 
the first Airbnb was literally 3 minutes away from 
the airport. You might never get that anywhere in 
the world.

Wellington is well-known for its rainy and cloudy 
weather, but I was blessed with relatively clear 
weather. As the capital of New Zealand, Wellington 
is a rather busy city with filled with business profes-
sionals. However, you can find chill spots especially 
along Cuba Street. Cafes, boutiques and bars can be 
found along this long artsy stretch of shophouses. 
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cuba street

For brunch, head to Fidel’s for a hearty meal to start off your day. Adher-
ing to the theme, Fidel’s café is decked out with pictures of the late Cu-
ban leader, using camo tents and barrels to complete the Cuban vibe we 
think we know of. The coffee and free-range eggs were beyond superb.

 
Then, we stopped by to see an aspiring artist working his magic on a 
wall mural. From the conversation, I learnt that it takes proper planning, 
site inspection and lots of finesse to complete one. Most of all, he is paid 

to do one – how amazing is that?
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For an afternoon chill, head to the Wellington Waterfront, just 5 min-
utes’ walk from Cuba Street, and have yourself a packed lunch with 
your friends. Like many other suited professionals in the area, sit by the 
benches or elevated concrete walls and not be bothered by anything else.

For dinner, visit Matterhorn, also found along Cuba Street. Enjoyed a 
local brew in the outdoors, then headed indoors for dinner grills. The 
bricked-wall interior with dim and warm lighting makes the restaurant 

and bar the perfect hangout place in the evening.
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mount victoria lookout

For an unobstructed wide-angle view of Wellington, the Mount Victoria Look-
out is a must-go. At 196 metres above the city, you can see very clearly the 
structures and towns of Wellington. Be wary of the strong winds that could 
sweep you off the ground literally. From short airport runways to the perfect 
integration of land and sea, these stunning views of Wellington will stick with 

you for a long time. 

Not to mention girls taking topless photos with the landscapes as background… 
that is yet another memorable view from Wellington I suppose.
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cook strait

It was a goodbye to Wellington at 7 in the morning to catch the ferry to the 
northern-most town of the South Island, Picton. Either it is the Interislander 
or BluBridge ferry services, both providers give great value to customers. Just 
choose the one with your preferred timings. The cruise ride is a well-worthed 
60 NZD per person. Instead of spending your time indoors asleep, head to the 

top deck to see the magnificent Cook Strait along the Marlborough sounds. 
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Meandering through the jade-coloured waters, the eye is fascinated 
with knolls covered with luscious greenery. Each one is of a different 
height, shape and size, and you are just in awe with how nature sculp-

tures itself in the most perfectionist kind of way.
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Picton is a famous town for yacht docking and is an important gateway be-
tween the North and South Islands. To satisfy the empty stomach, a simple 
search on Google brings you to Café Cortado which oversees the War Memo-
rial gardens and the marina. As a sea town, seafood is a must try and sure 
enough the Local King Salmon melted in my mouth almost instantly. The herb 

potato mash with the hollandaise sauce tops up this amazing dish.

picton

The Airbnb for the day was with Anne and Tim on top of a hill, which had 
gorgeous views of the mountain and the marina. I guess part of the reason 
why Kiwis are so well-natured is because their Fengshui is so good. Having the 
mountain as your backing, and overlooking the sea every day, it is no wonder 

the country and its people are so prosperous. 
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A huge thank you to Anne and Tim for being awesome hosts who brought us 
on a boat ride to Cook Strait, catching live seafood. While Tim geared up for a 
dive to look for lobsters, his friend gave us tips for fishing. The Chinese has a 
saying that goes “throw longer lines to catch bigger fish” and it can’t be more 
apt. The fishing line has to reach the seabed where the fatter fishes reside. It 
was a fruitful day, we caught 6 huge lobsters and 8 fishes, which happen to be 

the maximum limit one can bring back home each time. 
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